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YOUR VOTE COUNTS 
Tuesday 

Nov 6, 2012 
6 AM - 8 PM 

Finances and You 

Board of Education 
Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District  
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Woodstown, NJ 08098 

MEMBERS: 
Kevin Crouch, Woodstown 
Debbie Duffield, Pilesgrove 
Frank Jacobucci, Pilesgrove 
Mark Kelty, Woodstown 
Ronny Merriel, Upper Pittsgrove 
Eileen Miller, Woodstown 
Richard Morris, Alloway 
Doug Painter-Vice President, Pilesgrove 
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ADMINISTRATION: 
Thomas Coleman, Superintendent 
Frank Rizzo, Business Administrator 

CONTACT: 
Tel 856-769-0144 X-252 
Email: referendum@woodstown.org 

Project Costs 
The Board of Education and Admini-
stration have worked diligently to  
include only the work necessary to 
meet curriculum driven needs for 
specialized and general classroom 
space, in an attempt to reduce costs 
and impact on local taxes. 
 
Two renovated Science Labs at the 
High School, a Multi-Purpose Room 
addition at the Middle 
School and a new 
Early Childhood 
Learning Center,  will 
cost $9.9 million …  
far below the three 
previous school  
referenda.  

The Bond  
The Financial Advisor’s preliminary 
analysis is based on the sale of 
bonds valued at $9,958,000 with a 
borrowing rate of 3.50%, an As-
sessed Value growth rate of 0.00%, 
and amortization over 20 years. 

What’s next? 
If the referendum is approved, con-
struction will begin in March 2013.  
 
Contracts for construction of the Early 
Childhood Learning Center will be 
awarded in mid-February and be 
complete by September 2013 in time 
for the opening of school.  Renova-
tion of the Science Labs will also be 
complete by September 2013, and 
construction of the Multi-Purpose 
Room addition will be completed  
during the 2013-14 school year. 

Detailed Information 
...is available on the District website at 
www.woodstown.org 

There you will find; 

 Plain Talk Q&A 

 News Releases 

 Fast Facts Flyer 

 Community Newsletter 

 FYI Informational Video 

 Tax Impact Calculator 

 Voting Registration 

 Vote by Mail Applications, and 

 Architects’ Presentation to the BOE 

Woodstown Borough 
Reliance Fire Company 

Pilesgrove Township 
Sharptown Methodist Church 
Pilesgrove Municipal Building 

The BOE is trying to make the refer-
endum easy to understand and has 
included a Tax Impact Calculator on 
the district website.  
 
A taxpayer can enter 
the specific  
Assessed Value for 
their property and  
obtain the estimated 
annual Tax Impact. 

Tax Impact 

To the Voters in the Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District: 

The Board of Education has studied alternative facilities solutions for two years 
in light of the three prior failed referenda.  We have listened to the wisdom and 
counsel of the community in formulating this low-cost approach to accommo-
date changing curriculum requirements. It is not a $67 million proposal.  It is 
not even a $27 million proposal.  This proposal meets the aspirations of the 
community and the educational needs of our students and is a lower $9.9 
million solution. This proposal has a positive impact on curriculum at the high 
school, middle school and elementary levels.  

At the High School, the current Agricultural Science Room 
and an Art Room will be renovated and converted to two  
Science Labs, one of which will be dedicated to our reinvigo-
rated Ag Science curriculum. And a new Art Room will be 
reassigned to an existing classroom. 

At the Middle School, we propose to construct a new Multi-
Purpose Room for separate lunch periods and physical edu-
cation classes for the Middle School only. This will also allow 
for autonomous Middle School and High School sched-
ules.  And the Multi-Purpose Room will be used for recrea-
tional programs by the community. 

Additionally, we propose moving 5th Grade from the Middle 
School to Mary Shoemaker Elementary School.  This is an  
appropriate age level action, will improve education and test 
scores at this grade level, and will free up four existing class-
rooms for High School and Middle School use.   

Finally, we propose to build an 8-classroom Early 
Childhood Learning Center on our East Lake Road 
property.  Moving our existing Pre-K and K programs 
to this new center will free-up the needed classrooms 
at Shoemaker Elementary School for the 5th Grade, 
correct the current spatial inadequacies, and enrich 
the education of our earliest learners. It is of modular 
construction to reduce construction costs. 

The Board of Education is well aware of the difficult economy with which every-
one is learning to live. And we are aware that it will have an impact on educa-
tion. The positives in this difficult economic climate are that construction costs 
and interest rates are at historic lows.  

What is equally undeniable is that the quality of education will improve in our 
District with changes in our educational spaces, our grade level organization 
and curriculum.  

Board of Education 
Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District 

Public Hearing 

Senior Tax Freeze 
Senior Citizens may be protected 
from tax increases through the  
N.J. Property Tax Reimbursement 
Program.  
 
For more information and eligibility 
requirements, call the NJ Division  
of Taxation at 1-800-882-6597 or  
visit the State’s website at www. 
state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/relief.shtml  

Assessed  
Value 

Estimated 
Annual Tax Impact 

 Pilesgrove Woodstown 

$150,000 $131.03        $133.57 

$200,000 174.70 178.10 

$250,000 218.38 222.62 

$300,000 262.05 267.57 

$350,000 305.73 311.67 

 $289,788 $220,607 
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Honoring the Past...learning our lessons 

Confronting the Present...doing our homework 

Embracing the Future...formulating a curriculum driven plan 
High School - We are addressing the 
critical needs in the science curricu-
lum with additional teaching space.   
The existing Ag Science Room and 
an adjacent Art Room will be reno-
vated as two new Science Labs.   

These two new Science Labs will al-
low us to meet all the newest science 
curriculum requirements for three Lab 
Sciences for graduation. 

Conversion of the Ag Science room 
does not mean the end of that impor-
tant program.  Woodstown-Pilesgrove 
retains the commitment to its agricul-
tural roots as a community interest 
and a local economic reality.   

In fact, over the last two years we 
have reinvigorated the Ag Science 
program and moved, after consider-
able study, to the CASE program 
(Curriculum for Agricultural Science 
Education).   

This new curriculum is a college prep 
program that will prepare students for 
a career in the agricultural science 
industry. It is an industry where there 
is a great need for college graduates.  
The CASE Program will make use of 
a more generalized Science Lab than 
the current specialized Ag Science 
room. 

Renovations will be made in the  
summer of 2013 and be available for 
September 2013 start of school. 

Middle School - Instructional time in 
the existing Middle and High School 
spaces cannot be maximized be-
cause the Gym and Cafeteria are 
shared. Because of these limitations, 
the Middle School has to schedule a 
flex period at the end of the day in 
which core subjects are not taught.  
 
A Multi-Purpose Cafeteria/Gym-
nasium addition for the Middle 
School will free up MS/HS existing 
spaces, simply due to scheduling 
flexibility, and do away with the need 
for a Middle School classroom  
addition.  

Five classrooms will also be gained 
by moving 5th Grade to the Elemen-
tary School.   

The addition for the new Multi-
Purpose Room will be completed in 
early 2014. 

Elementary School – Shoemaker 
Elementary School will accommo-
date the five 5th Grade classes previ-
ously at the Middle School.   

This is facilitated by transfer of eight 
Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
classrooms to the new Early Child-
hood Learning Center. Current over-
crowding in the Middle School will be 
alleviated by the net gain of four 
classrooms.  

Early Childhood Learning Center-
In order to provide more space within 
the district, the least expensive and 
educationally sound solution is to 
build an Early Childhood Learning 
Center. The ECLC would house our 
existing Pre-K and Kindergarten 
population, which is currently com-
prised of eight PK/K classrooms.  

The center will allow us to educate 
more Pre-K and K Special Ed stu-
dents within the district and at a cost 
savings, an investment in early edu-
cation that pays multiple dividends.  

The ECLC, featuring a Café and 
Multi-Purpose Room, will offer a full 
early education enrichment curricu-
lum including play, art, music and 
media in a self-contained center. 

The ECLC is proposed to be con-
structed at the East Lake Road site 
which is already owned by the Dis-
trict. We will use modular construc-
tion methods to save construction 
costs and decrease the construction 
schedule for a September 2013 
opening. 

Entrance to a prototypical Early Childhood Learning 
Center planned for the East Lake Road site. 

5th Grade moving to Elementary 
School -It is the consensus of the 
BOE that the 5th grade belongs and 
would benefit from being in an ele-
mentary setting. NJASK test results 
have indicated that we have a de-
crease in scores in the 5th and 6th 
grades and scores do not see a re-
bound until the 7th grade.   
 
We believe this grade level reorgani-
zation will improve the scores in 5th  
and 6th Grade. Social/emotional/
developmental issues arise in having 
5th graders in the same building as 
upper middle school students; simi-
larly, they technically share a build-
ing with 12th graders.  
 
For an in-depth exposition on this 
grade-level reorganization, see the 
Superintendent’s Referendum  
Proposal on the District website. 

Finally, a current 5th Grade class-
room will be reassigned as a new  
Art Room for the High School. 

The Multi-purpose Room will be a flexible 
space with versatile equipment and furnishings. 

A modern Science Lab similar to the two labs 
planned for the High School. 

What can easily be ascertained from 
the Woodstown-Pilesgrove commu-
nity is that it is a community steeped 
in tradition and one whose constitu-
ents highly value historic preserva-
tion. This is evidenced in the manner 
in which people care and preserve 
their historic homes and surrounding 
downtown area. You need only to 
partake in the annual Holiday Can-
dlelight Tour to gain an abiding ap-
preciation of this. It is a logical as-
sumption that people who live in   
Woodstown-Pilesgrove do so be-
cause of the historic allure of the 
community. Essentially they are the 
customers that show loyalty to and 

continue to invest in the “Historic 
Woodstown” brand name.  

Given this, is it a wonder that a plan 
to build new schools was a hard sell? 
For these reasons, we felt that main-
taining and renovating our historic 
building built in 1915 would be some-
thing the constituents would be more 
likely to support in the next referen-
dum. This was a part of the rationale 
in the second and third referendums 
which called for preserving the old 
building for the High School but still 
building a new middle school. 

So what could be learned from these 
failed referendums?  

Population Projections are Invalid 
as Reason for Building – The idea 
of selling a major building referendum 
based on projected population growth 
was unsuccessful. The fact of the 
matter is that the growth never  
materialized. The new high school 
was designed for a population of 
1,000 and the new middle school  
for 500. Our current grades 5-12  
population is 1,206 students.  

Too Costly – Based on feedback 
from a variety of members of the 
board, the consensus is that the 
community felt the projects were too 
large and costly. The first referendum 
was resoundingly defeated, the sec-
ond referendum was close, and the 
third one in 2009 was not. The 
Board, in honoring the wishes of the 
voters, has crafted a proposal that is 
much more closely aligned with the 
community’s values of educational 
excellence and fiscal responsibility.  

Local Culture Values – Feedback 
from the first referendum indicated 
that the public’s preference was to 
preserve  and improve the existing 
historical building.  

Rationale Based on Curricular 
Needs – The curricular based needs 
that were put forth as rationale in the 
previous referendums still exist and 
remain vital to meeting the educa-
tional needs of our students. Thus 
this referendum is based on address-
ing those curricular needs only.  

In formulating this plan, it was essen-
tial to thoroughly investigate and ac-
curately diagnose our current neces-
sities within the context of what was 
learned from the past referenda. 
“Confronting” these needs meant 
soliciting input from our administra-
tion and staff as to what still remains 
as vital requirements within the con-
text of the past lessons.  

High School - New State guidelines 
require that all 9th graders entering 
high school in 2013 will require three 
lab sciences to graduate.  At mini-
mum we project that with these new 
requirements we will need eight new 
lab sections which translates to two 
new science labs.  
 
The High School is currently fully 
scheduled in its available labs and is 
limited in the number of periods that 
can be offered because the lab peri-
ods need to be aligned with physical 
education classes. The High School 
also needs exclusive use of the ex-
isting Gym in order to schedule prop-
erly with maximum flexibility. 

The Middle School has been classi-
fied as a focus school by the new 
guidelines established by the State. 
This is because of a gap between 
the test scores of our lowest perform-
ing subgroups and our highest per-
forming students. Prior to this, the 
Middle School had failed to make 
AYP and was classified as a “School 
in Need of Improvement” under the 
old NCLB requirements. It was 
agreed that the Middle School has 
two major factors that need to be 
addressed.  

First, there are major limitations to its 
ability to maximize available instruc-
tional time because of it having to 
share a gym and cafeteria with the 
High School. A glaring example is 
that the Middle School has to sched-
ule a flex period at the end of the day 
where core subjects are not taught, 
because of these limitations.  

Second, it is the consensus of the 
group that the 5th Grade belongs, 
and would benefit from being, in an 
elementary setting. NJASK results 

have indicated that we have a de-
crease in scores in the 5th and 6th 
Grades and do not see a rebound 
until the 7th Grade. 

There are existing space issues at 
the Mary Shoemaker School that 
are complicated by moving 5th 
Grade to the elementary school. 
There would have to be an increase 
in capacity at some point in one of 
our buildings.  

With the trickle-down effect from the 
needs in K-12, it became evident that 
some construction would have to 
occur in the next plan. The goal is to 
present a plan that is educationally 
sound and fiscally affordable. 


